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To share a snippet from the Samvad this month, now [with the onset of longer days] is a time where the  
human spirit is filled with optimism and hope about one’s future and injects into him courage and confidence 
in facing the trials and tribulations of life…
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VASANT PANCHMI SHIBIR - BIRMINGHAM
FEB 2019 - A Youth Hostel situated in Lickey Hills, North Worcestershire provided the 
setting for the Vasant Panchmi Shibir held over the weekend of 2nd & 3rd Feb by all three 
Birmingham Samitis. Sixty sevikas attended the shibir ranging from 6 to 60 years of age.  A 
healthy mixture of yoga, shareerik and Bharateeya khel helped instil, develop and apply 
the sanskaars and qualities which emerged from the bauddhiks, charchas and workshops.  
A Manoranjan Karyakram took place on Saturday evening which saw amongst others 
poetry, geet, and nrutya. It demonstrated the skills and talents our sevikas have beyond 
their academic excellence. Despite the cold weather, Sunday morning saw a group of 
sevikas lead a walk to Lickey Hills.  There was passion and commitment amongst sevikas
throughout the shibir, and for many for whom the Shibir was a first, it was an enjoyable, 
productive and inspiring experience.
Nisha Shah, Birmingham

NEWBURY PARIVAR SHAKHA – COFFEE MORNING
MAR 2019 - Newbury Parivar Shakha organised Coffee Morning at Newbury Town Hall to raise funds for 
homeless people. They teamed up with the Deputy Mayor for Newbury Kuldeep Kang and charity Loose Ends
Yogesh Bhide
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NORTH EAST, SCOTLAND PRAVAS
FEB 2019 - A very successful North East & Scotland 
pravas of Newcastle Pariwar Shakha, Edinburgh BG 
and Glasgow BG. We have also held a BG taster 
session in Newton Mearns (near Glasgow) with 
sankhya of over 50!

MORLEY GET A TASTE OF BG!
FEB 2019 - Morley (town near Bradford/Leeds) BG Taster session 
with over a 100 adults and children in attendance

BRADFORD BG– MAHASHIVRATRI
MAR 2019 - On Friday 1st March Bradford Krishna Balagokulam
celebrated Mahashivratri. Children dressed up to play a part in the 
Shiv Bhagwan Parivaar. It was a fantastic effort from parents and 
children to put this together. Naina Mistry

TELFORD BG – PREPARING FOR GURU POOJA
FEB 2019 – Telford BG create unique Gangajali tins for Guru Pooja
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A PAGE FROM HISTORY
Over the centuries, tens of thousands of 
temples were desecrated across India, the 
carnage not stopping even after 15 August 
1947, especially in Kashmir and in parts of 
eastern and southern India. However, the 
desecration of Gobind Dev temple in Vrindavan
is unique; it was neither complete nor was it 
converted into a mosque. The structure was cut 
into half--horizontally. And why? 
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Because whenever Aurangzeb happened to be in Delhi or Agra, at night he would see a 
mashaal, or torch, lighting up the sky. How can any light shine higher than mine? It 
must be put out once and for all, felt the emperor. By 1669 he lost his
patience, sent his men and had the Gobind Dev temple cut in half, four storeys
reduced to two. On the truncated roof he had a mehrab erected so that he could pray 
there on his visit. Probably, no other desecrated temple had been the subject of so 
much repair and refurbishment by British rulers. Of supreme importance was the fact 
of the temple being "restituted" to Hindu devotees. It was the greatest act of shuddhi, 
or purification, although performed before Swami Dayanand Saraswati reintroduced 
Vedic procedures. For this act of restitution, F.S. Growse, the magistrate of Mathura 
district in the 1870s, deserves a place in the hall of Hinduism. The Gobind Dev temple 
is indeed massive; its plinth is 105 feet by 117 feet. It is estimated that the original 
height was about 110 feet, without which it would not have been possible to see the 
mashaal or torch either from Agra or from Delhi. The temple was built in 1590 AD by 
Maharaja Mansingh of Jaipur.

Article: Hindu Press International, VRINDAVAN, INDIA, February 9, 2019 (Sunday 
Guardian by Prafull Goradia)

SANGH SHIKSHA VARG: ESSAYS – Part Seven, Arjun Toteja Surya Shakha, Manchester

Excerpt: “The discipline and focus that is channeled when practicing Dand trains our 
mind and our hearts; making us not only physically stronger but also mentally. 
Furthermore, the use of Dand allows us to protect our dharma…”  Read the full 
essay from Arjunji in the attached article.

NEW SHAKHA – BEDFORD!
MAR 2019 – The inaugural meeting of Bedford Shakha was held today [2 Mar].  With a Sankhya of over 60, it’s a promising 
start, and there was certainly an abundance of enthusiasm!.  The shakha will continue on a fortnightly basis initially.  
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OUR CONDOLENCES 

FEB 2019 - HSS (UK) strongly condemns cowardice attack on CRPF Jawans (India)
On behalf of HSS (UK), we would like to offer our prayers for eternal peace and sadgati to the 45 CRPF Jawans who lost their lives tragically and in unnecessary circumstances as a result of the suicide attack 
yesterday in Pulwana district of Kashmir, India. We also pray that those who were injured, recover quickly.  We also offer our heartfelt condolences to the bereaved families and pray that they receive enough 
strength and resilience to bear this calamitous loss with calmness and resolve.  As British Hindus and given our members strong links and connections with India, we condemn this cowardice and brutal attack by 
Jaish-e-Mohammed, a terrorist organisation.

It is well reported that this organisation is based in Pakistan and therefore, we urge the British Government and Parliamentarians to place unreserved pressure upon the Pakistani Government to bring about a 
radical change and swift eradication of all terrorist bases operating from their country. In addition, we urge that such pressure strikes at those financing, colluding and aiding terrorist activity against India and its 
citizens.  Accordingly, we urge global leaders on behalf of their respective countries, to stand in solidarity at this time and echo the sentiments above, by way of doing whatever they can in stopping international 
terrorism.  In mark of remembrance, all our centres nationally will be offering prayers and condolences.

Shri Dhiraj D Shah, Sanghachalak (President of HSS (UK)) 

Our heartfelt condolences and prayers for eternal peace and sadgati to the departed soul. Om shantih, shanith, shantih
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FEB 2019 - Offering Shraddhanjali to the victims of Pulwama
Terror Attack in Jammu & Kashmir - Swayamsevaks and 
Sevikas at Shakti Samiti and Pratap Shakha, Finchley offered 
prayers and Shraddhanjali silence for a minute during Friday 
Shakha.  We were all visibly moved by the account of the 
terror attack which claimed lives of Jawans of the CRPF.  Our 
thoughts and prayers are with the families. 
Dr. Harsha Jani - Finchley

WE LOVE HEARING FROM YOU!
To help in publication here are few points when submitting news items:
1. Provide a summary - try to keep articles down to 100 words or less, but if you can't, be sure to 

include a summary. That way we ensure we don't miss out on the best bits.
2. A picture tells a thousand words - it also provides that 'I wish you were here' moment!
3. A thousand pictures on the other hand.... We have tremendous fun looking at your snaps, but if 

you can share the ones you'd suggest to include [from a google share for example], then we'll 
make sure that we get your best side

4. Tell us who you are - its an opportunity to get to know one another; so include your name, 
location and responsibility [where relevant].

FEB 2019 - It is with profound sadness to share the news of the passing of the mother of Amitji
Narang - Sale Balagokulam Karyawaha.  

REGISTER FOR FORTHCOING WORKSHOPS
• 30th March: "Learn Short Story Fiction in a Day“ by author 

and editor, Katy Darby
• 31st March: "How To Construct A Compelling Argument" -

by academic, scholar and teacher, Dr Rishi Handa PhD.

DREAM OF BECOMING A JOURNALIST AND HAVING YOUR WORK PUBLISHED?

mailto:info@hssuk.org
https://www.tattva.org.uk/courses?utm_campaign=65eaadaccd-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_02_15_11_28&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Tattva%2Bgeneral%2Bmembership&utm_term=0_3e6f1f285d-65eaadaccd-96510335
https://tattva.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=873007cab173bf1968e30a21f&id=2bc6e4f00b&e=642d580b9a
https://tattva.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=873007cab173bf1968e30a21f&id=d0ba3e67d0&e=642d580b9a

